	
	TALLRITE BLOG
	Issue #
	154
	Sunday
	17th June
	2007
	


· Combustible Demographic Youth Bulge
· Predictable Apprentice
· Five Coin Trick
· Week 154's Letters to the Press
· Quotes of Week 154
Combustible Demographic Youth Bulge
Other than large scale loss of life, what have these events got in common?

· The Vikings' widespread rape and pillage in the 8th-11th centuries

· The rise of the British and other European empires in the 18th and 19th centuries

· Ireland's mass death and emigration following the famine of the 1840s

· The violence of the Bolshevik revolution in 1917 

· The violence accompanying the Hitler and Mussolini movements of the 1920s

· The violence of Mao's revolution in the 1930s

· Current mayhem in the Gaza Strip, Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia

· Current genocide in Darfur

In each case, there was/is a demographic youth bulge, which can be defined as “30% of the population being between 15 and 29 years”.  In particular it means that 30% of the males are in the prime of youth.  

So far OK.  

The 7/7 London bombers, in order to kill 52 innocents, combined three relatively harmless domestic chemicals - hair bleach (hydrogen peroxide), nail polish remover (acetone), acid from a car battery (sulphuric) - which then turned into the deadly explosive triacetone triperoxide.  

Similarly, the youth bulge seems to be one ingredient of another deadly explosive mixture.  The other two otherwise harmless (indeed beneficial) components appear to be sufficient food not to be hungry and a modicum of education to give you a sense of the world around you.  

Young men are famously aggressive and full of hormones, each of whom wants some success and recognition in life.  That is, unless he is so hungry he can think only of food, or of such limited mental development that he doesn't really see the attraction of personal advancement.  

But when there is an excess of young men in a society, and they are reasonably well fed and aware, something often - in the absence of sufficient opportunities at home - happens.  

Trouble.  

Thus it was that the Vikings and European imperialists, with famously high birthrates, exported their well-fed excess males to kill/replace/dominate other males in foreign lands.  

The Irish bulge, on the other hand, accompanied as it was by poor nutrition at the best of times and starvation when the potato blight struck, was solved either by death or by flight abroad.  The hungry young males simply didn't have the energy to pick fights or foment serious revolution.  

But the violent upheavals at home that took place in Russia in 1917, in Germany and Italy in the 1920s and in China in the 1930s, that in each place fostered the rise and flowering of pernicious ideologies and foul tyrants, coincided with youth bulges, (relatively) replete bellies and a modicum of schooling.  

In the modern day, the example of the combustible mix that, right now, jumps out of our TV screens every day is Gaza, once an Israeli settlement by the sea, now little more than a terrorist squat consumed by a savage civil war.  The three ingredients?

· The median age there is about 16, with women bearing up to ten children, so the place is awash with unemployed youth-bulgers, half of them of course male.   

· Yet they are not hungry - the UNWRA (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East), the only UN agency created, in 1949, for a specific set of refugees, makes sure of that.  

· And they all go to school, thanks to the same UNWRA and its 28,000 staffers, as well as subsidies from the US, EU and others.  

So, without the organization or military prowess to successfully invade and conquer others, they are fighting and killing each other in the time-honoured fashion, and will probably continue to do so until the excess of young males has culled itself sufficiently through wanton if rational violence.  

But note how UNWRA and other do-gooders are contributing to the problem with their no-strings-attached, never-ending aid (an annual $127m for Gaza alone, being 46% of UNWRA's total budget).  Meanwhile, not to be outdone, the EU earmarked another €60 million for this year for Gaza and only suspended the giving earlier in the month when the fighting became so ferocious their aid workers had to flee.  
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Here is a table of interesting statistics gleaned from the CIA's World Factbook.  

The low median ages in Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia mean they are, like Gaza, basically swarming with aware (largely literate), hyped-up teenagers for whom food is not the overwhelming preoccupation, and who have little to do but cause trouble.  

Iran, on the other hand, passed this point back in the 1980s. At the height of its war against Iraq, the ruling mullahs happily sent thousands of surplus, overactive youngsters to their doom by using them as cannon fodder in the trenches and human mine clearers.  The demographic age-spread is better balanced today and the birth rate has dropped below the replacement level, so it's future looks less excitable, despite the nuclear aspirations of its president Mahmoud Ahm​adinejad.   

The figures for the West Bank go some way towards explaining why it is a little calmer than Gaza.  
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But I add in Zimbabwe to show that the equation of 

youth + food + education = trouble 

is not water-tight.  Or perhaps Robert Mugabe, through his iron fist and ruthless willingness to kill his own citizens, is able to keep a lid on an otherwise combustible mix.  

That was certainly Saddam's methodology before his downfall.  Bob Woodward, in his new book “State of Denial”, quotes Saddam giving deadly advice to Saudi Arabia's Prince Fahd about dealing with troublemakers:

“Kill [all of them] ... Every man in this group who has a brother or father – kill them. If they have a cousin who you think is man enough to go for revenge, kill him ... You must spread the fear of God in everything that belongs to them, and that’s the only way you can sleep at night.”

The theory behind the equation is not my own.  I only came across the concept of a youth bulge and what it can lead to when I read a recent English translation of an interview with a German sociology professor, Gunnar Heinsohn of the University of Bremen.  In 2003, he published “Söhne und Weltmacht: Terror im Aufstieg und Fall der Nationen” [Sons and World Domination: Terror in the Rise and Fall of Nations].  It is said to be sensational and politically incorrect, though largely unheard of in the English-speaking world.  

The interview is published on a blog called Gates of Vienna, in a post entitled “A Continent of Losers”. 

I found it breathtaking.  

The professor believes that 80% of world history is about young men in nations with a surplus of sons, creating trouble. This trouble may take many forms — 

· an increase in domestic crime, 

· attempts at coups d’état, 

· revolutions, 

· riots and civil wars, 

· genocide to secure for themselves the positions that belonged to those they kill, 

· conquering new territory, killing the enemy population and replacing it with one’s own.  

I tried to illustrate some of this in my opening paragraphs.  

The brutal conclusions he draws is that we in the West must therefore stop incentivising high birthrates, whether in troublespots such as Gaza or among marginalised immigrant populations, and we should close off much foreign aid to countries with a youth bulge.  This means the young men will either become listless and non-violent through hunger, or else kill themselves off until their numbers match society’s ability to provide positions for the survivors. 

And unless Europe's laissez-faire immigration policies shift to a strictly abilities basis, most European countries will hollow out into chaotic immigrants slums with enclaves of elderly natives.  Faced with ever-rising taxes required to support not only their own rapidly ageing populations but also the 30% of immigrants who are unskilled or unwilling to work, the talented native populations will simply emigrate to the welcoming, merit-based Anglo-Saxon worlds of the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, exacerbating the problem they are escaping from.  In fact, this is already happening in the Netherlands, Poland, France, Germany and elsewhere.  

And when unskilled people from the developing world try to enter the Anglo countries, where meritocratic points systems assess the suitability of would-be immigrants, they are politely refused but quietly reminded that it will be much easier for them to get into Europe.  

The more this process continues, moreover, the less easy will it be for European countries to attract talent from other corners of the world, such as the Far East.  For what clever person is going to immigrate, knowing the burden he/she will have to bear of a huge and growing non-productive sector?  

It's a depressing scenario, and Prof Heinsohn offers little by way of comfortable solutions for Europeans.  Cut welfare at home, cut aid abroad, exhort native Europeans to produce more babies, discriminate against unskilled immigrants, turn a blind eye to foreign conflict when driven by a youth bulge.  

Imagine how any European politician would be torn to shreds by the media and multicultural élites were he/she ever brave enough to propose some or all of such a programme.  

Meanwhile, the demographic youth bulge continues to work its malign magic, not only in far away places, but also among immigrant communities living within Britain, France, Scandinavia, Germany, Holland and other countries.  Examples?  

· The 7/7 London bombing?  

· Demographic youth bulge 
(in a closed Pakistani community within Britain)

· The car-burning riots in Paris in 2005?  

· Demographic youth bulge 
(in North African immigrant banlieus in northern Paris)

· The mayhem over the Danish cartoons in 2006? 

· Demographic youth bulge 
(all over the world) 

Predictable Apprentice
Once again, BBC's The Apprentice made compulsive viewing as sixteen would-be young candidates applied for a senior job with Sir Alan Sugar, boss of electronics giant Amstrad.  Week by week, they were mercilessly whittled down by Sir Alan, until just two remained, Simon (Ambrose) and Kristina (Grimes).  

The bets were all that Irishwoman Kristina would win, as she was undoubtedly the more capable contestant, in terms of maturity, ability, common sense, power of analysis, vision, ambition, courage and above all potential to grow even better.  

But I knew the Cambridge graduate with the posh accent would become Sir Alan's Apprentice, despite the latter's known disdain for anyone who speaks properly (“Wot woz you thinking?” as he regularly demands).  And so I was able [image: image3.jpg]


to collect on all the bets I laid.  
The reason Simon defeated Kristina was twofold.
Firstly, this was the third show of the series.  The first was won by a black guy, the second by a white single mother.  Therefore it certainly wasn't going to be won by another white single mother, so it had to be the white guy, posh accent or not.  
The second reason I backed Simon was due to a personality characteristic of Sir Alan that I described two years ago after the first series ended:  
“Sir Alan is a bully who likes to surround himself with yes-men, and yesmanship is a more important quality to him than potential.  He fears “gobby” people like Paul and Saira (to use Saira's own self-description), who are prepared to stand up to him and tell him he's wrong about something and why.  
Like most bullies, he can dish it out but he can't take it.”
Simon, bright and capable lad that he undoubtedly is, is respectful and submissive.  
Kristina on the other hand is prepared to stand up for herself when the occasion, in her judgment, demands.  
Sir Alan is afraid of such people, very afraid.  So Kristina had to go.  
It was all so predictable.  
In the same vein, next year's winning Apprentice will be a brown-skinned woman, without children, who has a polite attitude and a regional accent.  Anyone want to place an early bet? 

Five-Coin Trick
Here is a great way to remove money from your friends and relatives.  
Explain to them the five-coin trick described in the video below.  
Tell them what they have to do.  Show them how to do it.  Several times.  Then offer them say €$£20 if they can do it without cheating, but they have to pay you say €$£1 if they fail.  Keep showing them how to do it (though do it fairly rapidly, with no explanatory words).  Keep making the offer.  And watch your €$£s, and their frustration, mount up.  They'll never get it right.  If you don't like the sound of money, use beer as your currency, but eventually you'll be too drunk to remember the astonishingly simple routine yourself.  
It's not even a trick, just a pattern of five easy moves.  See for yourself.  

Week 154's Letters to the Press
Three letters this week.  One was published (and elicited a private reply from the Debt and Development Coalition Ireland).  The other two were follow-ups to previously published letters.  
· Paisley Remarks on Gays (2)
Ian Paisley Junior said he did not hate gays but was “repulsed” by what they do.  I would challenge your heterosexual readers to think long and hard (so to speak) about the act of buggery, in all its detail, and then ask themselves, honestly, whether they find it repulsive.  Of course gays probably find heterosexual intercourse similarly repulsive.  The key issue in a free society is that if adults want to carry out repulsive personal acts, voluntarily and in private, others have no right to stop them. But nobody has to pretend that such behaviour is somehow appealing. - Yours etc,
· Debt, Aid and Development (2)
The letter below was dispatched in reply to this irritated reply to my earlier letter of 12th June - 
Madam, - Tony Allwright (June 11th) castigates people of a leftward leaning for their alleged tolerance of tyrannical regimes in the developing world. The fact is that the majority of these regimes are propped up by the West to maintain the continued exploitation of their countries' natural resources. This exploitation mostly is carried out through dubious contracts between the regimes and unscrupulous multinationals, facilitated by Western banks and supported indirectly by our so-called democratic Western governments.
An obvious example is Nigeria, which under the previous military dictatorships negotiated the exploitation of its oil wealth by Shell and others. The result is that in what should be one of the most prosperous of countries there is abject poverty and the country is constantly teetering on the brink of civil war. - Yours, etc,
BARRY WALSH, Church Road, Blackrock, Cork.
Madam, - Barry Walsh trots out standard leftwing fare without much regard to realities (Letters, June 12th).  He lectures us that “unscrupulous” multinationals (such as Shell) exploit natural resources through “dubious” contracts with developing country regimes (eg Nigeria); Western governments are “so-called" democratic; their behaviour results in "abject poverty" in the developing world and perhaps civil war.  
 
However western multinationals are so open to scrutiny that they dare not be unscrupulous even if they want to because they can never get away with it.  This is not to deny or defend their inevitable mistakes, but to point out that if they are being unscrupulous then every human being must be likewise.  The contracts they sign with foreign regimes are not dubious: they are very precise documents drawn up openly with whatever governing authority the sainted UN recognizes, and in the case of oil and gas, more than 90% of profits flow, by contract, to the host regime.  In Nigeria, for example, at $60 per barrel, costs are $8, the multinationals collect $1, while $51 goes to  the Nigerian government.  Equitable redistribution of such massive patrimony is the responsibility not of the multinational but of the regime, yet without accountability to the people this simply doesn’t happen.  

As I said before, only democracy lifts a country’s inhabitants out of poverty and to blame multinationals and western governments is a smokescreen. - Yours etc, 
As references, I provided a chart 
which I prepared for a 
November 2006 post entitled “Nigerian Oil Industry in Costly Disarray”,  together with 
the Shell website from which 
the chart itself was sourced.  
 I also made a Declaration of Interest to the effect that 
I had worked 30 years for Shell, including seven in Nigeria 
(in the 1970s and 80s). 

· Debt, Aid and Development   P!
In placing the blame for developing world debt entirely on the lenders with not a word of censure for the illegitimate regimes which actually took out the borrowings, Nessa Ní Chasaide, Co-ordinator of the Debt and Development Coalition Ireland (June 8th), casually refers to “the members of the undemocratic G8 club” .  Other than perhaps Russia, these are not only the most successful big countries on earth in terms of providing the best for their people, but also totally democratic, and these two characteristics are not unrelated.  The more that left wing groups continue to excuse and tolerate developing world tyrannies, the more the latter will be encouraged to take on debts they will never be able to repay.  Democracy, not debt relief, is what will lift the developing world out of poverty. - Yours etc, 

Quotes of Week 154
- - - - - A B O R T I O N - - - - -
Quote: “This policy will not be made public at this time.  There is to be no proactive external publication of the policy position or of the fact of its adoption issued. This means no section or structure is to issue a press release or public statement or external communication of any kind on the policy decision.”  
Amnesty International, 
which campaigns for internationally recognized human rights, 
issues a secret statement to 
selected members 
not to reveal that it has decided to adopt a pro-abortion position.   
So the human rights of the unborn are not to be defended.  
It also issued a two-page overview of the policy and a FAQ sheet 
as damage control materials 
should the news leak out.

- - - - - C O N F L I C T - - - - -
Quote: “This sets a serious precedent.  This means that every head of state could meet a similar fate.” 

Colonel Muammar Qaddafi, 
dictator of Libya, 
nervously contemplates the 
forthcoming trial of his protégé 
Charles Taylor, 
former dictator of Liberia, 
for crimes against humanity committed during Sierra Leone's civil war.  
It will take place in The Hague 
in the same UN complex that allowed 
Slobodan Milosovic to die in custody.

Interestingly, this is the same perspicacious Qaddafi who, 
after the invasion of Iraq, surrendered his nuclear progamme, 
having told Silvio Berlusconi, then the  
Prime Minister of Italy and 
President of the European Union,

“I will do whatever the Americans want, because I saw 
what happened in Iraq, 
and I was afraid.” 
Quote: “The past era has ended and will not return.  The era of justice and Islamic rule have arrived.”
Islam Shahawan, a jubilant Hamas spokesman 
revels in victory over Fatah 
at Gaza

- - - - - D E M O C R A C Y - - - - -
Quote: “The elections that brought Mr Yar'Adua to office last month were so badly run and marred by such widespread rigging that they lacked even a pretence of democratic plausibility.”
The (subscription-only) Economist comments bitterly 
on the latest election in Nigeria that  bestowed the presidency 
on Umaru Yar'Adua


Quote: “I would like to clearly state that we are as serious as we can be about the square root proposal. We are ready to die for that.”
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paradoxically, could be a
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green as the colour drains from its
junior partner.



Poland's prime minister 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski 
(not to be confused with 
his identical twin brother Lech, 
the president) 
argues that the EU should adopt 
a curious voting system 
weighted in accordance with 
the square root of the population.  

 

- - - - - P O L A N D - - - - -
Quote: “What amazes me is all these people who walk around with their mobile phones and never stop moaning.”  
65-year-old Polish railway worker Jan Grzebski 
observes, in wonderment, 
the world of 2007, 



as he awakes from a 19-year coma 
caused by having been hit by a train.  
Though Capitalism, democracy and prosperity have replaced Poland's Communism, tyranny and penury, 
people still moan just as much as they used to in Soviet times.  
- - - - - I R E L A N D - - - - -
Quote: “This house is sovereign, this house is Pope.”
The rabidly Protestant 
“Rev ” “Dr” Ian Paisley Sr, 
Northern Ireland's First Minister, 
finds a peculiar analogy to 
defend the integrity of Northern Ireland's parliament.  
The Pope is, of course, 
in his words, the anti-Christ.

Quote:

Delicious paragraph from 
a print-only article, by columnist and broadcaster Matt Cooper, in the Sunday Times on 17th June 2007. 
He is commenting on Ireland's new coalition government between 
the heavyweight 
Fianna Fail party 
and the neophyte Greens, 
who enter government 
for the first time. 
Quote: “It's a wonderful honour and I'm very unworthy of it in view of the distinguished people who have been made Freemen of this great city.”
Sir Terry Wogan, 
everyone's favourite radio broadcaster, 
on being conferred with the Freedom of Limerick, his home city. 
Other such Freemen include 
Pope John Paul II 
and US presidents 
John F Kennedy and Bill Clinton. 
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