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Hunts Vindicated from Nazi Slurs
Hunt MuseumLimerick is home to the magnificent , which houses over two thousand wonderful artefacts, antiquities and paintings accumulated over the lifetimes of Irish immigrants John and Gertrude Hunt. The art-dealing, art-collecting couple first moved to Ireland in 1940 where they remained until their deaths in the [image: image1.jpg]


1976 and 1995, when they generously bequeathed their entire collection of treasures to their adopted nation.   John was an Englishman, his wife a Jewess who in fear of Nazis fled Germany for Britain in the early 1930s.  
Nearly four years ago, out of the blue, the Paris office of an outfit known as the SWC, the Simon Wiesenthal Centre (named after the famed Nazi-hunter), issued a withering letter to Mary McAleese, the president of Ireland inferring - 
· that the Hunts had fostered Nazi connections, including personal ties to Adolf Mahr, head of the Nazi Party in Ireland
· were members of the “English Fascist Party” (sic),
· had indulged in anti-British espionage activity during WW2, 
· had engaged in intimate business relationships with notorious dealers in art looted by the Nazis, 
· that the museum contained artifacts looted from Jews by the Nazis,
The SWC demanded that the Museum's pieces be displayed on the internet so that Holocaust families could reclaim them, and that the president withdraw a recent award.   
This sudden assault, addressed with stunning impertinence to an elected head of state, was quickly picked up by the world's media and received international publicity, much to the detriment of the museum and the memory of the Hunts.  
The Hunt Museum was convinced the allegations were false and malicious.  Nevertheless, it felt obliged to refute them.  For its part, the SWC - which has no expertise in the restitution of looted art - refused to divulge the source and evidence of its egregious allegations, or to co-operate with any follow-up.  
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The museum set up a number of independent committees to investigate, which turned out not to be very satisfactory.  So it eventually appointed, under the auspices of the Royal Irish Academy, an internationally renowned expert on art looted by the Nazis, Lynn H Nicholas.  
Within weeks of the original story breaking, however, this blog - which was privy to impeccable sources - published the true facts of the case, in two posts: 
· “Hunt Museum and Nazi Looting” 
- April 2004
· “Nazi Hunters Hunting Hunts” 
- May 2004
Summarised these facts were - and remain:
· The Hunts never belonged to the “English Fascist Party” for the simple reason it never existed.  
· The SWC has nothing to do with the (now deceased) Simon Wiesenthal other than renting his name.  It is merely a private Jewish lobbying outfit headquartered in Los Angeles, but with international offices, and often at loggerheads with other Jewish groups (such as the World Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith).
· The SWC relied on three “independent scholars” but on closer examination only charlatans were behind it.  
· The first such scholar was a respected historical author, Judith Hill, who had drafted an unpublished essay about the Hunts.  She is innocent of any malpractice, but her essay was without her permission leaked, plagiarised and misquoted by Irish Times journalist Arthur Beesley to dishonestly make the Hunts appear to be part of a network of dealers in looted artwork.  
· Then there was Ciaran MacGonigal, the Museum's former Curator whose three-year appointment had been opposed by John Hunt's son, which no doubt created tensions.  Mr MacGonigal accused the Hunts of belonging to the “English Fascist Party”.  
· There was no evidence for the ludicrous idea that the Hunts were Fascists.  
· Indeed, a recent survey reveals that there is no reference to the Hunts in the British Fascist files at the National Archives in Kew.
· Moreover, the Hunts went out of their way to help wartime Jews where they could - hardly the behaviour of Fascist zealots.  
· Finally, there was Erin Gibbons, an archeologist who told the SWC that the Hunts were linked to looted art merely because an acquaintance, later identified as Alexander von Frey, is known to have trafficked in looted art.  
· As journalist Paul Cullen writes in the (subscription-only) Irish Times, “just because the Hunts knew people who knew people who traded with the Nazis was not reason enough for assuming they shared a political viewpoint or participated in looting”.
The overwhelming evidence all pointed in precisely the opposite direction: the Hunts were never Nazis or Nazi sympathisers - in fact the reverse - and they never (knowingly) dealt in looted art.  
Last month, the Royal Irish Academy at last published Ms Nicholas' report, which is concise (21 pages) and to the point.  And I've read it so you don't need to.  
She vindicates pretty much everything that was revealed in my earlier two posts.  But she adds another titbit.  
A further source of the scurrilous, kite-flying exercise undertaken by the SWC turns out to have been a file, with reference nbr G2/4371, on Gertrude Hunt put together by Irish military intelligence during wartime because she was a German, which by inference was said to reveal the Hunts' Nazi predilections.  In fact it does nothing of the sort. 
Compared to similar surveillance files hundreds of pages long, the Hunts' file comprises just 30 sheets, and the only “smoking gun” is three letters exchanged with Mr von Frey in Switzerland, who is known to have been involved in the trading of confiscated art during World War 2.   This is what Erin Gibbons had been coyly referring to.  
But the letters are mainly of a personal nature with no reference to art deals.  Later examination of Mr von Frey's illicit activities - which were extensively investigated by US intelligence among others - revealed absolutely no business links with the Hunts.  
It is interesting that the Irish military intelligence file first came to light during an Irish museums seminar in 2006, when a member of the audience, Eamonn Kelly, piped up from the floor.  But Mr Kelly turns out to be not only the so-called “Keeper of Irish Antiquities at the National Museum”, but the husband of Ms Gibbons and a known leftist activist, aspects which Ms Nicholas does not allude to.  
Ms Nicholas calls for further research of the museum's pieces, most of which are undocumented, but then this applies to most artefacts in most museums in the world.  (Meantime, the museum has put all its collection on display on the internet.)
She castigates the performance of various committees set up to investigate the original allegations as well as the Irish government for providing insufficient support.  
But she reserves her main ire for the SWC's Dr Shimon Samuels, who signed the original letter, has fronted the anti-Hunts campaign ever since and has refused to co-operate with any attempt to verify or refute his allegations.  
· “The sensational and calculated manner in which Dr Samuels announced his suspicions in an open letter containing serious personal allegations and implied criticism of the wartime actions of the Republic of Ireland, then holding the Presidency of the EU, was both undiplomatic and offensive.”
· “The decision to challenge the Irish authorities in a sort of blackmail game was unprofessional in the extreme. ”
He of course does not accept these criticisms,  won't apologise and vows to continue the fight. “The show is not over”, he says.  But it clearly is.  
Ms Nicholas concludes her report tellingly: 
· “Research provides no proof whatsoever that the Hunts were Nazis, that they were involved in any kind of espionage, or that they were traffickers in looted art.”
· “There has been much talk about moral obligation during this inquiry. It is, of course, important to recover and return items unlawfully taken during World War II, but it is equally obligatory, in the pursuit of justice, to protect people and institutions from unproven allegations.”
In other words, John and Gertrude Hunt and the Hunt Museum are fully vindicated from the Nazi slurs - as this blog illustrated three years ago.  I'm disappointed not to see it listed in the references: Ms Nicholas might have saved herself some legwork!
In the meantime, one might expect that the charlatan trio - Arthur Beesley, Ciaran MacGonigal and Erin Gibbons - who aided and abetted Shimon Samuels, would hang their heads in shame.  
But I doubt it. 

Osama bin Laden Is Long Gone
Last month, Al Qaeda issues a 26 minute video (10 Gb) of a long rambling speech by someone in Islamic robes and a big black beard, identified as Osama bin Laden.  Much of the speech, transcribed here, is devoted to berating America for not fleeing Iraq despite having elected a Democrat Congress and Senate, and for various other sins such as not obeying Kyoto, not listening to Noam Chomsky, too-heavy taxes and interest rates, the genocide of Red Indians and Japanese.  
There have been acres of print and internet comment, but I have to wonder whether anyone has actually watched the video (which does take some forbearance).  
During the first few minutes, the man's mouth moves (though barely perceptibly), he nods his head a few times, he raises his right arm a couple of inches once or twice, some fingers occasionally twitch, his right hand sets aside a sheet of paper from his script (note that Osama is/was left-handed).  Then, around the two-minute mark, all movement ceases until the 13th minute when a bit of minor gesturing and page-turning by the right hand resumes for another couple of minutes, along with some lip-movement.  Then all movement stops - totally - for the rest of the tedious performance.  The speech itself is delivered as a droning monologue, with even less inflexion and emphasis than if you select the View/ReadOutLoud option for a PDF document using Adobe Reader.    
The last video authenticated by the US State Department was made public in December 2001, just after the invasion of Afghanistan.  True, a video surfaced in October 2004 in which a supposed (right-handed) Osama in effect advised the Americans to vote for John Kerry, and one or two others since.  But they have all been blurry, or stills or virtually motionless or historic footage; none truly authenticable.  Likewise, several audio tapes have also been released by Al Qaeda, all of them scratchy to listen to and discern, which is why everyone relies on transcripts and translations.  
Why are these fifteen recordings of such poor technical quality?  For years, now, anyone with a laptop, microphone and webcam can record audio and video of almost professional quality, undreamt of just a decade ago.  But with OBL recordings so few and far between, it is inconceivable that these productions would be other than of the highest calibre, designed to frighten the infidels and inspire the faithful.  
There is only one explanation: Osama bin Laden is dead.  His ideas may live on, but he is never coming back, ever.  In late 2001, he met his maker and no doubt 72 virgins in Tora Bora, either vaporised by one of Rumsfeld's infamous bunker-busters or else a victim of illness - either kidney failure (Pakistan's assessment) or lung disease (Egypt's) or both.  No other rationale makes any sense whatsoever.  
All “recordings” since 2001 are fabrications, as I (and many others) [image: image3.jpg]


have long argued.  The man in the latest video, hidden behind his bushy, improbably black beard, no doubt with a bit of judicious make-up and face sculpting, could be anyone - except the dead OBL.  Face analysis is just one demonstration of this.  The careless oversight of the actor's obvious right-handedness is but another.  Moreover, the Arab world is doubtless as replete as the West with skilled impersonators of the ilk of Rory Bremner, well able to fake OBL's voice, though evidently not his rhetorical flourishes.  Electronic voice identification systems are up to 1% inaccurate, which leaves plenty of scope to find a suitable mimic and still fool the experts.  
Why the US government chooses to perpetrate the myth of OBL's continued existence is a mystery to me.  Surely they don't think that's a prerequisite to motivate the troops or get the American public to back the war?
Nevertheless rest assured, Osama bin Laden is long gone.  His “recordings” are irrelevant.  

See my previous offerings on this theme - 
· “Bin Laden Is Dead” 
- September 2002
· “Osama Still Not Alive” 
- January 2004
“Bin Laden Springs Back to Life” 
- October 2004 
(I now repudiate this conclusion!)
McCanns & Portuguese Police Brilliance
Others have written  with much greater eloquence Madeleine McCannand insight than I can muster about the dreadful disappearance of little .  
And few can doubt the truthfulness of her distraught parents, Gerry and Kate, when they say their little girl disappeared during the evening of 3rd May last, whilst they were dining not a hundred metres away in a resort in Praia da Luz, Portugal.  
But I want to talk about the brilliance of the Portuguese police.  
Paradoxically, their incompetence of the Portuguese police has been stunning to behold.  Their response to the disappearance was desultory at best - until the world's media descended on Praia da Luz, forcing them to put up a semblance of investigation and search.  
· They hauled in some unfortunate interpreter, declared him a suspect, interrogated him for hours, more or less ruined his life and business prospects.  
· They failed to seal off the apartment from which the child was abducted for forensic examination.  
· They later examined a car the McCanns had hired three weeks after the abduction, declared it contained some unspecified bodily fluids from Madeleine and a dog-detected odour of death, then released it back to the McCanns rather than impounding it as evidence.  
These are just some of the more remarkable activities of the police that we know about.  
And the more the “investigation” continued, under the scrutiny of the international media, the more a laughing stock the Portuguese police became.  And the more the Portuguese tourist industry - and not just in Praia da Luz - was damaged.  
It all became too much, so finally the police executed a master stroke.  
Under intrepid Chief Inspector Goncalo Amaral, they declared both Gerry and Kate as formal suspects for having killed Madeleine, using the Portuguese legal term “arguida”, and subjected each of them to days of intensive interrogation, seeking confessions.  
Mr Amaral was not so fortunate as when he tried the same stunt with Leonor Cipriano, mother of  little Joana, who like Madeleine suddenly disappeared, in 2004 from nearby Figuera.  Ms Cipriano confessed to murder, but not until she sustained heavy bruising having mysteriously “fallen down the stairs” in the police station during 48 hours of continual interrogation.  Though she retracted her forced confession next day, she was nevertheless convicted and is currently serving 16 years for murder of her (unfound) daughter.  But then she is a penniless single-mum with half a dozen children from as many fathers and no connections.  An easy target.  
Nevertheless, the pressure on the McCanns was finally more than they could bear, so they reluctantly left Praia da Luz and returned home to Britain with their other two children.  And the beauty of the “arguida” status is that they are forbidden under Portuguese law from speaking publicly about the case.  
So from the Portuguese position, the McCanns are gone, unlikely ever to return and cause further embarrassment to the Portuguese tourist industry.  And they are gagged.  

Mr Amaral has since been demoted to inspector and taken off the case because of the bad publicity arising from the Cipriano case, but the pernicious seeds he has sown will flourish without him.  
The police in Priaia da Luz will continue with interminable “investigations” for years into the future, never of course getting anywhere, and the McCanns, forever “arguida”, will be forced to remain dumb.  
A brilliant, if heartless manoeuvre, driven purely by the desire of the Portuguese police to hide their own undoubted incompetence.  
Week 162's Letter to the Press
Just the one letter, on an Irish issue, which was published (for the first time in two months).  There has been uproar in the west of Ireland because Aer Lingus, recently privatised but for 25% retained by the State, has decided to replace its Shannon/Heathrow route with a new Belfast/Heathrow route.    
Controversy over Shannon P!
- to the Irish Times
Madam, - Instead of incessantly bleating that "Government", in the best traditions of a Communist state, should solve its Shannon-Heathrow problem, Tony Kinnane, Chairman of the Shannon Action Group, should actually take some, er, action.
He and his colleagues are all businessmen so they should know something about business. Aer Lingus has gone: nothing is going to change that. So get one or more competitors in. That's what businessmen do when faced with a supply shortage. Find competitors that can offer lucrative connectivity via Heathrow, Amsterdam, Paris, Frankfurt. Incentivise them with offers they can't refuse.
Make them squabble and compete among themselves for the riches to be had from the Shannon connectivity that the western business seaboard says it needs so desperately and is willing to pay for. Make Aer Lingus rue its decision.
The Shannon story to date is a testament to a local business community grown lazy and complacent over the years through decades of hand-outs and market distortions (particularly the infamous stop-over) imposed on long-suffering Irish taxpayers for no return. It needs to start taking some dynamic responsibility for its own future. - Yours, etc,
Quotes of Week 162
- - - - - - - - - - I R A Q - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “We may differ with our American friends about tactics … But my message to them is one of appreciation and gratitude. To them I say, you have liberated a people, brought them into the modern world … We used to be decimated and killed like locusts in Saddam's endless wars, and we have now come into the light.”
Nouri al-Maliki, the prime minister of Iraq, 
eloquently sums up America's contribution 
to the liberation of his country.
This quote is taken from 
a superb essay by Bartle Bull, 
bravely entitled “Mission Accomplished”.
The foul dictator Saddam Hussein is gone, 
all-out civil war has been avoided, 
democracy accepted and life goes on 
despite the bloodshed, which anyway is now principally criminal in nature,
according to Mr Bull.
- - - - - - L O O T E D   A R T - - - - - -
Quote: “Research provides no proof whatsoever that the Hunts [an art-collecting immigrant couple in Ireland] were Nazis, that they were involved in any kind of espionage, or that they were traffickers in looted art.”
Lynn Nicholas, 
an internationally recognised expert 
on Nazi-looted art during World War 2, 
summarily debunks scurrilous claims 
made four years ago 
by a private Jewish lobby group in America, 
the Simon Wiesenthal Centre 
(which is nothing to do with famed Nazi hunter, whose name it rents).

See this week's lead post
- - I T A L I A N   D E M O G R A P H Y - -
Quote: “Bamboccioni”
How Italian finance minister
 Tommaso Padoa Schioppa 
describes the astonishing 59% of Italians 
between the ages of 18 and 34, 
including 34% of males over 30, 
who refuse to move out of their mamas' home.  

Bambini means babies; 
bamboccioni means big overgrown babies. 

It's one reason Italy is suffering 
from a dearth of real babies, 
and a demographic death-spiral birth rate 
of just 1.23 per woman 
from which it can never recover.

- - - - - - - - - - S P O R T - - - - - - - - - -
Quote: “Australia will get over [it]. New Zealand won't.  In Australia, rugby union is a side dish. It isn't in New Zealand. Rugby is the country's heart and soul, its identity. The All Blacks' brand is No.1. The land of the long white cloud is now the land of the long black cloud. New Zealand is in mourning.”
Rugby correspondent Greg Growden 
on the ejection of the Australia Wallabies and 
favourites New Zealand All Blacks 
from the 2007 Rugby World Cup in the quarter-finals, in their worst-ever World Cup results.
Quote: “Those decisions were right and we are quite happy with the situation we have ... I think we had a blip.”
Philip Browne, chief executive of the 
Irish Rugby Football Union, 
reflects smugly on his decision 
not to fire Eddie O'Sullivan as 
Ireland's head coach despite Ireland's ignominious ejection from the Rugby World Cup, 
in its own worst-ever performance in the tournament's history.  
The chief executive has since acquired the nickname “Blip Browne”.
Quote: “Ireland represents nothing to me. If they are out of the World Cup I don't care. I'm just happy that we won the four matches and we are still in the World Cup.”
Patricio Albacete, one of the Argentina team which defeated Ireland, 
is not impressed by the Irish performance.

Nor are the Irish fans. 

Quote (Hattip - Graham in Perth): “I would love to gather all the fans together to say goodbye for the last time but they would crush me with their love.”
Ex-manager of Chelsea, José Mourinho, 
laments the impracticality 
of departing as he would wish
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